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CLAIMS 

1. A difficult-to-counterfeit document comprising, together with data 
printed in visible form, invisible indicia that are personalized in nature, 
and which cannot be seen without the cooperation of an external factor. 

2. A document according to claim 1, wherein the invisible indicia are 
printed with a luminescent ink or toner. t 

3. A document according to claim 2, wherein the invisible indicia becomes 
visible by the application of irradiation. 

4. A document according to claim 2, wherein the luminescent ink or toner 
comprises fluorescent materials. 

5. A document according to claim 3 or 4, wherein the irradiation is UV 
light. 

6. A document according to any one of claims 1 to 5, wherein the same 
type of document bears different invisible indicia for different bearers or 
documents, and is printed by conventional digital printing methods. 

7. A document according to claim 6, which has been printed by a laser 
printer. 

8. A document according to claim 6, which has been printed by a liquid 
ink printer. 

9. A document according to claim 8, which has been printed by a 
bubble-jet or ink-jet printer. 
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10. A document according to any one of claims 1 to 9, wherein the invisible 
indicia that can be princed by the luminescent toner or ink comprise an 
image of the bearer, a signature, one- or two-dimensional barcode label, 
text matter or any other mark that can be printed in order to differentiate 
one document from the others. 

11. A document according to any one of claims 1 to 10, which is selected 
from among an ID document, a passport, a driving license, banknotes, 
stocks, bonds, security papers, and any other document requiring 
protection against counterfeiting. 

12. A method for generating a difficult-to-counterfeit document, 
comprising printing on the document, by conventional digital printing 
processes, together with data printed in visible form, invisible indicia that 
are personalized in nature, and which cannot be seen without the 
cooperation of an external factor. 

13. A method according to claim 12, wherein the invisible indicia are 
printed with a luminescent ink or toner. 

14. A method according to claim 13, wherein the invisible indicia becomes 
visible by the application of irradiation. 

15. A method according to claim 13, wherein the luminescent ink or toner 
comprises fluorescent materials. 

16. A method according to claim 14 or 15, wherein the irradiation is UV 
light. 

17. A method according to any one of claims 12 to 16, wherein documents 
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of the same type are printed with different invisible indicia for different 
bearers or documents. 

18. A method according to claim 17, wherein the document is printed by a 
laser printer. 

19. A method according to claim 17, wherein the document is printed by a 
liquid ink printer. 

20. A method according to claim 19, wherein the document is printed by a 
bubble-jet or ink-jet printer. 

21. A method according to any one of claims 12 to 20, wherein the 
invisible indicia that can be printed by the luminescent toner or ink 
comprise an image of the bearer, a signature, one- or two-dimensional 
barcode label, text matter or any other mark that can be printed in order 
to differentiate one document from the others. 

22. A method according to any one of claims 1 to 21, wherein the 
document to be printed is selected from among an ID document, a 
passport, a driving license, banknotes, stocks, bonds, security papers, and 
any other document requiring protection against counterfeiting. 

23. Laminates, comprising documents according to any one of claims 1 to 
11. 

24. A difficult-to-counterfeit document, substantially as described and 
illustrated. 



